Water Polo Report October 2011
It has been a busy year of Water Polo, as we have entered 3 teams into the Dorset League this year; Senior men, junior mixed (U19), and KS3 (which is year 9 and below).  
The final league standings were:-
 Senior men’s team was bottom of the league having conceded 117 goals during the course of the season.  Quite an achievement in itself!  The winning team in this league was Weymouth and Portland Men’s team, whom scored 111 goals, but only 23 of them were against us so for that we need to be congratulated.  We are always optimistic for the coming season so watch this space...you never know.
The Junior team did better coming 4th in their league, and some of these matches were incredibly close.  We have already had our first fixture of this season and won it quite comfortably 11-6, so things are looking good, especially as we have lost very few players to University this year.
Our KS3 team entered the league for the first time this past year and did an amazing job.  Although we came 4th overall we won half our matches convincingly and having only lost a couple of players to the next age group this year, I feel confident we can improve our standing quite considerably. 
There have been no ladies matches this year as no one club has enough for a team and despite joining forces with Seagulls the other teams have now dropped out.  There are plans for a ladies development day in December which will be a welcome opportunity for our female players to play even if only for the day.
We are also entering this season a KS2 team. I think we should be able to hold our own really well in this league, especially as two of our players in this age group were selected for the county team last year, Katy Cutler and Izzy Davies.
The Development days held at St Marys School were much better attended this year and we had several players selected for the county teams, although not all age groups have played due to pool problems at Millfield the usual venue for county tournaments.  Heather Baker was again selected for Dorset and they played in Exeter and won the silver medal.   Joshua Marshall was selected for the U17 side and they played in the SW inter-county Championship on Saturday 5th November. They all played very well, but with only 9 players and very strong opposition came a disappointing 3rd. Other selections for county teams were Ed Rutter, and Phillip Rogers, Katy Cutler and Izzy Davies.  Well done to them all.
There has been a new Regional Development Centre set up at Basingstoke pool this term.  This is a huge step forward for our development as a club.  It means we have 3 players now attending an RTC instead of just 1 travelling to Exeter every week.  Sam Dalton and Ed Rutter have now joined Joshua Marshall on this next step of player development and I think they will get a lot from the coaches, as they will all have a lot of experience and knowledge to share.
Joshua was selected to attend the National Academy at Millfield school this summer.  This is a weeklong training camp where the players are up at 5.15 every morning for a 2 hour swim set, followed with 2 more 2 hour water polo sessions plus land training.  An amazing opportunity to swim with the best players in the country and have top class national coaches, although that was not quite what Joshua said to me when I picked him up at the end of the week.
Darren Petty, Trevor Clark, and I have qualified as Grade D referees this year, which was quite a challenge, but enjoyable, although it does not seem to make refereeing a match any less stressful, hopefully with practice and a slightly thicker skin it will become a more pleasant experience.  
The other members of the coaching team have again done a marvellous job this year, with Trevor, Ben Carter, Tim Rolfe and Tom Whetstone all being reliable and confident with the players on a Tuesday evening and as a result there has been a  good improvement in the players skill levels.  Thank you.  I would also like to thank the other people who always help out when we have a match that they are not playing in, with the table or timekeeping; Daniel Clark, Dan Racey, Trevor Clark, Holly Jones, Sam Cutler, Tanya Rogers.
We will probably be losing Ben, Tim and Tom next year, as they move onto the next step in their education, so I am very keen to recruit some new helpers for either Tuesday evening or Sunday evening to help out on poolside.  If you are interested please let me know, or just come along and see what we do.  
Penny Marshall
Head of Water Polo Section.
