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Another terrific year for the Masters.  
Membership stands at around 36 paying members, about 50% of whom swim twice a week.  We therefore generate in the region of £6000 per year in Pool fees which more than covers our costs.  Perhaps we were a bit hasty to pass on the third (Friday evening) session this time last year, but it did help to get us out of the Red!  We do feel that we could afford to pay for a third evening session should one become available.  For Competitions we are bolstered by the ex-squad members who join us and so can select from up to 45 for the Wilts Championships.  We are though still short of swimmers in key age groups, in particular women 50 - 60 and men 35 - 50 - that's 195 points right there!   
Competing. For the fourth year in a row we are County Champions and have 12 individual record holders, many with multiple titles.  The women won their competition outright and the men came second, so the team jointly came first, but the gap between first and second in the Mens' event, shrinks every year.  9 members of the Masters represented the County in the Western Counties Masters last year and upwards of 18 have been invited to compete this November, which shows how Ron's more rigorous training is taking effect.  
Socialising is still high on the agenda and we have taken full advantage of the minibus for away competitions, which has allowed us to stop off in a local hostelry on our way home.  The "summer" BBQ was spent in a Gazebo in John Sneesby's back garden sheltering from the intermittent drizzle and our Christmas do will once again be a high point - before or after the festive period has not been decided yet.
Aims this year are to: 
· Increase membership, particularly in key age groups and genders.  
· Compete in more events (other County Masters Open Championships) in particular
· Try and become involved in other non Masters events (eg Swimathon and other Charity events)
John Sneesby 

