Marketing and Sponsor Committee
AGM Report
During 2010 to 2011 the Marketing and Sponsorship Committee has consisted of three members: Pip Armitage, Claire Demetri and Sharon Southon.
The activities of the committee have covered several areas: targeting businesses (local and national), swimming related associations and government funding agencies.
With regards to the local business community, there was some interest in the initial stages, but committing money to sponsorship was problematic due to budgetary restrictions within the organisations.  It was felt that for the future a better approach would probably be through parents employed by companies, interested in local sponsorship opportunities within the sporting youth/children’s area. 

There were much better results when contact was made with Tesco.  Tesco have a special funding arm, whose primary aim is to provide monies for worthy causes.  Stingrays managed to secure £500 from Tesco.  

The second area of potential funding was swimming related associations.  This area was successful as the result of a second application to ASA, who awarded Stingrays £1000.

The third targeted area was government funding.  This took more time in terms of the application process, but was successful in securing monies.  The Salisbury Area Board awarded Stingrays £1000 for training.  
Research by the Committee during the year has revealed that there are many other charitable sources of funding available, which should be the main focus for 2011 to 2012.  Some such funds are:
1. The People’s Postcode Trust – offers between £500 and £10,000 (£2,000 to non registered charities) for projects lasting up to 3 months including public sports.
2. Betfair and SportsAid – Cash4Clubs – this is for funding the purchase of equipment, facilities or coaching – grants range from £250 to £1,000.

3. The Torch Trophy Trust offers bursaries to help volunteers improve their skills as coaches or officials in your sport and sport for the disabled – a bursary will cover 50% of costs up to £1,000.

4. Kellog’s Swim Active Programme offers minimum grants of £10,000 to support any aquatic activity which enhances motivation, removes barriers and increases participation in the sport.  The idea is to target those who are not already swimming so as to encourage them to participate in aquatic activity.
In summary, in 2010 to 2011 the Marketing & Sponsorship Committee raised money from funding sources previously not approached by Stingrays.  In addition they forged new contacts and researched different areas that now can be approached for the funding of different projects, whether they be for training, equipment or event sponsorship.  
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